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" "Why, Madame," said Elizabeth peevishly, " do you not know how the Queen of Scots hath a fine son, and I am but a barren stock, and shall die and leave no offspring ? "
But Elizabeth was too shrewd a politician, notwithstanding her proneness to yield to first impulses, to compromise herself by making any further demonstration of her chagrin. The ball went on as before, and the interrupted quadrille was resumed and finished.
The following day Melville had his audience, Elizabeth received him with the greatest cordiality, assuring him of the great pleasure she derived from the news he brought, which had cured her, she said, of an indisposition she had suffered from for a fortnight past. Melville replied that his mistress had lost no time in causing her to be informed of her own happiness, knowing that she had no better friend; but he added that her happiness had nearly cost her her life, as she had suffered terribly. He kept recurring to this point, in order to increase the aversion of the Queen of England for the married state.
"You need have no fear, Melville/7 Elizabeth replied at last; " you need not emphasize that so much, for I shall never marry. My kingdom takes the place of a husband, and my subjects are my children. When I die I wish these words to be carved on my tomb:
" Here lies Elizabeth, who reigned so many yearSj and died a virgin."
Melville took advantage of the opportunity to remind the Queen of the desire she, had expressed three or four years before, to see Mary: but she said that not only did the affairs of her realm require her constant presence, but she was not anxious, after all she had heard of the beauty of her rival, to expose herself to a comparison fraught with danger to her pride. So she gave her